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Information meeting gets word out 
on proposed NISE expansion 
at former Summit Park Mall

BY TIMOTHY CHIPP
Contributing Writer

Town of Wheatfi eld Planning 
Board offi cials knew they needed 
to get the word out on possible 
changes coming to the former 
Summit Park Mall as soon as they 
could.

To accomplish their goal, they 
hosted a public information meet-
ing Wednesday – with no formal 
decision or game plan fi nalized 
for how to progress – allowing 
ownership of Niagara Interna-
tional Sports & Entertainment 
to give a presentation, and those 
affected most a chance to air any 
grievances or make suggestions.

Its aim, according to Planning 
Board Chair Susan Agnello Eber-
wein, was to nip misinformation in 
the bud regarding the proposed 
project, and to give ownership a 
chance to present its initial plans.

“This is what is called a sketch 
plan,” Wheatfi eld Town Engi-
neer Tim Zuber said following 
the meeting. “It’s when some-
one comes in looking to propose 
something. Some come in with 

drawings on a napkin, really. 
Some are more formal.”

NISE, led by owner Zoran Co-
cov and operator Neal Turvey, 
was more prepared than scrib-
bled notes. They hope to have the 
expansion – two infl atable domes 
along Plaza Drive each measuring 
260 feet wide by 500 feet long and 
about 85 feet high – completed by 
the time the weather inevitably 
shifts in October.

For them, the project – Cocov 
said estimates are $6 million in 
costs between building founda-
tions, amenities like washrooms, 
and the actual soft structure itself 
– represents a way to expand of-
ferings not just to the youth who 
use the facility for year-round 
sports training, but also the com-
munity.

They’ll have fully customizable 
space, where they can provide 
walking areas for those who previ-
ously used the Summit Park Mall 
for cardio. They’ll have volleyball, 
basketball and pickleball courts 
available. Baseball – already a 

A current view of the site previously known as the Summit Park Mall. The 
former Sears unit is open and active.

Delicious dish: Hibbard’s Original 
Frozen Custard opens for 2023 season

BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

Monday morning was a drea-
ry, windy, fall-like day.

But for a moment, just before 
Hibbard’s Original Frozen Cus-
tard opened for the season, it 
was unusually sunny and bright.

See – even Mother Nature 
knows to look for the 84-year-old 
Lewiston landmark’s iconic red 
“Open” sign.

As is traditionally the case, 
patrons started lining up shortly 
after Hibbard’s unlatched the 
front serving windows. Some 
did a slow drive-by just before 
11 a.m., no doubt eagerly antici-
pating their fi rst cone or cup in 
(too) many months.

Catherine Daly of Lewiston 
was the fi rst customer of 2023. 
She ordered a chocolate-peanut 
butter milkshake, which Daly 
called her favorite.

“I also, when I come here at 
night with my mom, I get the 
chocolate custard in a small 
bowl and we share it,” she said. 

“I’ve known the place my 
whole life, and I’ve always liked 
the workers here and staff.”

Speaking on behalf of the 
sweet shop, Dan Buchner 
noted some new additions for 
2023. Namely:

•The Historical Society of 
Lewiston has teamed with Hib-
bard’s for a holiday ornament 
that will be on sale later this 
summer.

•Postcards and notecards 
based on an original Maureen 
Kellick watercolor will be for 
sale, as will new Hibbard’s-
themed logo shirts.

Each day, customers can look 
forward to vanilla, chocolate, 
black raspberry and pistachio 
custard.

“And then we’ll have three ro-
tating fl avors,” Buchner said.

Peanut butter Oreo debuted 
as the fi rst of more than a half-
dozen new fl avors to be mixed 
in throughout this season.

“It’s our peanut butter cus-
tard, and it’s got all kinds of 
Oreos sprinkled through it,” Bu-
chner said.

Above: Hibbard’s Original Frozen Custard team members Maggie Fideli 
and Dan Buchner celebrate the start of a new season. • At right, Buchner 
serves up a chocolate-peanut butter milkshake to Catherine Daly.

SEE HIBBARD’S, on Page 2 SEE SUMMIT, continued on Page 2
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